Architectural merger
puts firm streets ahead
of the competition

Helen Rogers

THE merger of two of the
country’s leading architectur-
al firms will create a formida-
ble new practice. Anthony
Reddy Associates, the award
winning architectural firm
headed-up by current Royal
Institute of Architects in re-
land president Anthony
Reddy, and O'Riordan Staehl,
a Cork firm which has won
many awards for its specialism
in hospitals and educational
buildings, this week
announced their decision to
join forces, in doing so becom-
ing one of the top five archi-
tectural practices in the
country.

The hope is that the pooling
of the experience within the
two firms will leave them
poised to tender for a far
greater variety of business -
especially in Cork, where the
new urban regeneration plans
and docklands development
has just begun to take off.

The managing directors of

the two firms, Anthony Reddy
and Donogh O'Riordan, have
known each other for years
and share a mutual passion
for a modern, urban ethic that
has seen them both scoop arm-
fuls of awards.

And more importantly for
the rest of us, the quality of
our city streetscapes has vast-
Iy improved thanks to their
modernist designs which,
though on a large scale, are
totally focused on the individ-
ual and the way the buildings
in which we live, work and
shop shape our lives. ARA
are currently working on some
of the largest urban renewal
projecis in the country.

They designed the huge
€100m Kilkenny project,
McDonagh Junction, which
developers Chesterbridge
secured planning permission
for last week. They are also
designing the OPW and Eir-
com joint venture at Westgate
RHEK, where offices, apart-
ments and the new children’s
museum are being planned,

as well as the nearby Nestle
site development.

The merger came about
because ARA identified Cork
as a major architectural oppor-
tunity and wanted a foothold
there, preferably through a
firmn with an established track
record and similarly “urban”
ethos.

O'Riordan Staehli was ear-
marked because of their work
on the Cliffs of Mober inter-
pretative centre and the fact
that they have long experience
designing hospitals and health-
care buildings - a scarce exper-
tise in this country.

Donogh O'Riordan says both
practices are thrilled with the
merger.

“We are both committed
urbanists and like very con-
temporary, exiting buildings
for cities.

“Cork'surban regeneration
and the new docklands devel-
opment here are gaining huge
momentum after a slow start
in the past couple of decades
and attracting a lot of interest
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from all over the country.
That's probably been a pood
thing for Cork because the
country is T TR0 PrOseTr-
oas and the demand for qual-
ity architecture among the
public and developers them-
selves is much greater”

The menged firm will be one
of the top five practices in the
country with a huge pool of
expertise.

“Corks Strategic plan incor-
porates vast opportunities in
the Docklands Regeneration,
an area of Urban Planning

whene ARA have considerable
expertise,” says O'Riordan.
ARA will al=o bring retail and
leizure expertise to the Cork
practice and each practice will
berruefit from each others man-
agement structures and ays-
toms”

(¥ Riordan Stachli are one of
the few architectural firms
specinhizing in health care pro-
Jects,

They are currently working
onn new maternity hospital for
Cork - at €75m, the largest

health project currently being

undertaken in the south of the
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on hospital design since the
mid-70s, a specialist area
which has seena seachange in
approach in the past decade.
on the rapidly changing

ical technologies is now an
integral and difficult part of

hospital design,

And of course, the hospital
environment tself is now
regarded as central to patients’
health and well being.

has offices in
mmrrmﬂyxw and Belfast
and employs 80 stafTand O'Ri-
ordan Staehli employs 40 pec-
ple in Cork - and is in the
process of recruiting more.

AFA has won awards for its
Custom House Square apart-
ments and social housing
which have received both
national and international
acclaim.

Custom House Square and
their designs at Temple Bar
West have lifted the bar for
architeeture in Dublin, A dis-
tinetive “sense of place” is
stamped through these devel-
opments, rather than just
more conerele, plass and steel.

Following the merger,
Dublin based Anthony Reddy
Associates (ARA) will retain
fts name while O'Riordan
Staehli, Cork, will become
Reddy O'Riordan Stachli

Donogh O'Riordan will
remain as managing director
for two years and subsecpuenthe
will become chairman for
three further years.

Directors Michael Regan
and Tom Hegarty become

ARA founder, Anthony
Reddy, will remain managing
director of Anthony Reddy
Associates, supported by
directors Ronan Smith and
Brian O'Neill.
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